Prevalence of autoantibodies in a Tunisian cohort of hepatitis C virus infected dialysis patients.
The hepatitis C virus (HCV) is the principal agent of viral chronic hepatitis. Cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma are the major complications of this chronic infection. In haemodialysis, HCV infection remains a very frequent problem. Several autoimmune phenomena have been described during this infection. Two hundred haemodialysis patients, all of them anti-HCV (+), were included in this study to evaluate the frequency of Anti-Nuclear Autoantibodies (ANA), anti-cardiolipine antibodies (ACL), anti-smooth muscle antibodies (ASMA), anti-mitochondria antibodies (AMA), anti-thyroperoxydase antibodies (ATPO) and Rheumatoid Factor (RF) comparing them to healthy controls. Sixty eight serums (34%) patients were positive to at least one of the auto-antibodies tested. The difference between patients and controls was statistically significant. These markers were dominated by RF of the IgM isotype and ACL of the IgG isotype. Nevertheless, the positivity of ANA, ASMA, AMA and ATPO was not statistically different comparing to the controls. In addition, an association between the presence of the auto-antibodies and the viral replication was found suggesting that HCV is responsible for inducing these autoimmune phenomena.